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By the numbers: Introducing the class of 2021
20% African American,
Hispanic, Asian or Other

16% First in family to
attend college

Approximately
1,125 students
will move onto
campus this
week.

84% Family history of
college attendance
80% White

The class of 2021
was chosen from
a pool of nearly
13,000 applicants.

47% Male

53% Female

40% Ohio natives
60% Out-of-state
residents

,QIRUPDWLRQSURYLGHGE\WKH2IÀFHRI0DUNHWLQJDQG&RPPXQLFDWLRQV

New provost embraces year ahead
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BY JESSICA GRIGGS
Editor-in-Chief

Every morning as she
prepares to leave for her
four-minute drive to campus,
Dr. Melissa Baumann snaps
a photo of her rescued Boxer,
Schatz, to send to her daughter. Schatz is still adjusting to
the sounds of life in the city,
but Baumann seems to already have a firm grip on her
new role as Xavier’s Provost

and Chief Academic Officer.
The search for a new provost ended last spring after
Baumann was selected to
succeed Scott Chadwick who
stepped down from the position in June 2016. She began
officially June 15, 2017.
A native Ohioan, Baumann earned her Master’s
and Ph.D. in materials science and engineering at Case
Western Reserve University

in Cleveland and then went
on to serve as a faculty member and administrator at universities including Michigan
State and Auburn.
“(Learning) is like a balloon. You have regular balloons, but sometimes you
have a balloon that’s actually
more complicated. You just
can’t tell right away because
you haven’t blown enough
air to fill out all of the nooks

and crannies,” Baumann said.
“Sometimes what faculty
does is help students push air
into those nooks and crannies
to become what they really
could be. To me, that’s why
you go to a university. It’s not
the subject that you’re learning — it’s more important
for us to teach people how to
think and how to learn. And
if we’re always doing that,
then students will be prepared for anything.”
Now at Xavier, Baumann
plans to use her experiences
from the larger universities
to ensure that students here
receive the best academic experience.
“At any job, I think, you see
what it can become,” Baumann
said. “Here, I can take all of
the things that I’ve learned
from two other institutions to
use here to figure out how do
we blow up our balloon and
get in all of the nooks and
crannies?”
Baumann described the
role of the provost as “encouraging and shepherding the
academic mission of the university.” That role is actually
a very large umbrella under
which fall university entities
ranging from student affairs
to the academic colleges to rec
sports and Title IX.
Although the job may seem
like a lot to take on, Baumann’s sturdy background in
problem solving via three degrees in the challenging field
of engineering has left her up

for the challenge.
“I still have my hard hat
and steel-toed boots,” she said.
Baumann sees the various
entities and people under the
provost’s umbrella as different
facets of the same goal.
“It’s all related,” Baumann
said. “Giving students a good
experience in the classroom
helps retain them, but you
also need students to have a
good life outside of the classroom. So that’s where housing
or the Center for Faith and
Justice would come in. Part of
(the job) is getting people to
see that this is a holistic experience for (students).”
After leaving larger universities, Baumann is ready to
embrace life at Xavier and get
to know what students love
about the university.
“My short-term goals are
really to learn about the people and the culture of Xavier. So far, the students that
I have been able to meet all
love this university. There’s
a Xavier Kool-Aid and everybody’s drinking it, but it’s really good. There’s a heart and
spirit to this place.”
Unpacking the university’s
mission and seeing how it is
reflected in everything that is
done on campus is also a priority, as evidenced by the copy
of the mission statement she
keeps next to her computer.
“Long term, it’s always
about creating the best academic experience for students.
End of Story.”
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Children’s Expanding in Avondale
Cincinnati City Council votes on controversial Avondale hospital construction

Photo courtesy of cincinnati.com.

Cincinnati’s Planning Commission approved zoning changes in June that would allow for the expansion of Cincinnati Children’s Hospital. The project is one of the largest in city history
ZLWKDQHVWLPDWHGFRVWRIPLOOLRQ7KHKRVSLWDORULJLQDOO\SOHGJHGPLOOLRQIRUQHLJKERUKRRGGHYHORSPHQWDQGFRPPXQLW\RUJDQL]DWLRQVLQ$YRQGDOHRYHUWKHQH[WÀYH\HDUV

BY RYAN KAMBICH &
SOONDOS MULLA OSSMAN
Staff Writer and
Copy Editor
Cincinnati City Council voted on Aug. 9 in favor
of a rezoning plan 6-3 for
a $550 million expansion at
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital, located in Avondale. The
project, one of the largest in
city history, calls for rezoning
parts of Avondale’s residential land and rerouting traffic on Erkenbrecher Avenue,
north of the hospital’s campus, to build a parking garage
and eight-story tower would
reportedly add 276 beds to its
capacity.
Councilmembers
David
Mann, Kevin Flynn, Amy
Murray,
P.G.
Sittenfeld,
Christopher Smitherman and
Chris Seelbach voted in favor
of the measure while Wendell Young, Yvette Simpson
(a candidate in this year’s
mayoral race) and Charlie
Winburn voted against the
expansion. Mayor John Cranley, up for reelection this year,
also voiced his support for the
project.
The hospital originally pledged $11.5 million for
neighborhood development
and community organizations
in Avondale throughout the
next five years. However, the
Avondale Community Council
has voiced its opposition to the
plan for much of the past year.
Community members worry
about the 625,000 square foot
project’s plans to demolish
neighborhood homes leading
to displacement of homeowners and families.
Opposition leaders have

also voiced concerns regarding the construction’s impact
on the health of residents living nearby. Avondale is one of
the poorest neighborhoods in
Cincinnati, and such considerations could pose serious
issues for the neighborhood’s
low-income residents. Many
in the community argue that
the original proposal was put
together largely without input from residents and that
they will become victims of
the institution’s continual
expansion into the neighborhood as they stand in the path
of progress.
Seeking to translate this
opposition into policy, Councilmembers Simpson and
Young--a lifelong Avondale
resident--introduced amendments asking the hospital to
invest five percent of the value of the development (between $27.5 and $32 million)
into Avondale over the next
10 years, according to City
Beat.
Michael Fisher, CEO of
Children’s, believes his organization has been mindful of
the concerns and needs of the
Avondale community.
“We have been and will
continue to be committed to
being a good neighbor and a
good partner,” Fisher said.
The investment proposals
have been defeated, and the
project will go ahead with the
original amount promised to
the community.
The hospital currently employs around 15,000 people,
and the expansion would add
approximately 600 new jobs.
However, many in Avondale
are skeptical about low-income residents’ ability to

access those jobs, given the
steep educational and technical requirements for such positions.
The patient tower would
include an emergency wing
and a rooftop helipad, expanding the hospital’s critical care
capacity. Construction will begin in October with the new
parking garage and is not expected to be completed until
at least 2021.
According to Director of
Government Relations for
Xavier University Sean Comer, Avondale is a predominant-

ly Black community that has
been largely “neglected in a
very serious way.” Comer says
that the neighborhood is “at
the heart of the city,” hosting
the zoo, the hospital and parts
of the University of Cincinnati campus. According to
Comer, these locations stand
in stark contrast to the incredible poverty experienced
by residents who live there. In
all, he says it is “an odd neighborhood” given its significantly endowed institutions located amongst so much poverty.
Speaking on Xavier’s re-

sponsibilities to the neighborhood in which the university
is nestled, Comer said, “It’s
important to know we’re situated in the middle of a city”
and that “a lot of work was
put into the conversations.”
Comer encourages Xavier
students to take ownership of
their community and work to
mitigate the trials and tribulations facing their neighborhood by working on public
and private considerations
that impact it. Asked for parting wisdom, Comer offered,
“get engaged.”

Photo courtesy of cincinnati.com

Several houses near Cincinnati Children’s Hospital in Avondale display this sign. Opponents of the expansion
have expressed concerns regarding the construction’s demolishment of homes and displacement of families.
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The accused man was born
in Kentucky and had recently
moved to Maumee, Ohio
BY SAVIN MATTOZZI
Copy Editor
National outrage was ignited by a local source in Charlottesville, Va., this weekend.
James Alex Fields, Jr., 20,
born in Kenton, Ky., has been
charged with second-degree
murder and is accused of
driving a car into a crowd of
demonstrators, killing one
and injuring 19 others.
Prior to the incident, an
array of White supremacist, Neo-Nazi and far-right
groups had collected in the
college town of Charlottesville. The gathering was in response to the town’s removal
of a statue of the confederate
General Robert E. Lee.
“I think it’s ridiculous that
people were mad about the
statue being taken down, because of what the Confederacy stood for,” senior international economics and French
major Megan Slack said. “I
think the Donald Trump
presidency has emboldened
people who are Neo-Nazi supporters.”
The night before the rally was slated to take place, a
group of about 100 White
nationalists marched through
the University of Virginia
in Charlottesville with tiki
torches, chanting “sieg heil”
and giving the Nazi salute.

There was a small group
of counterprotesters at the
university who were allegedly
attacked by the demonstrators
with pepper spray and were
also beaten.
On Saturday, the planned
day of the rally, the demonstrators were met by an equal
number of counterprotesters
that consisted of anti-fascists,
anti-racists and other leftist
groups.
Clashes broke out between
the groups, injuring at least
15. People were reportedly
throwing rocks and bottles
and using chemical sprays
against each other.
At approximately 1:42 p.m.,
a gray Dodge Challenger
rammed through a crowd of
peaceful counter demonstrators, killing one and injuring
19 others.
Videos and pictures from
the attack show the car speeding through the crowd at approximately 30 to 40 mph,
throwing people’s bodies several feet into the air.
The car then reversed at
speed out of the area, leaving
behind people on the ground,
while others called for medics.
Slack, who first saw videos
of the attack on Twitter, recalled what she saw.
“I got really upset. I
watched one of the videos and

Photo courtesy of Slate Magazine

An injured person is carted off on a stretcher this weekend in Charlottesville, Va. James Alex Fields, Jr., of
Northern Kentucky is accused of driving a car into a crowd of protestors, killing one and injuring 19 others.

was in tears,” Slack said. “It
was horrible to watch. I was
in disbelief.”
The driver of the car was
later identified as Fields. He
was seen marching with the
White supremacist group
Vanguard America, holding
a shield with the group’s emblem.
After the picture went viral, the group denied that he
was a member and claimed
that the shields were handed
out to anyone in attendance.
Several news outlets have
also published recent postings

that are believed to have originated from one of Fields social media accounts.
The postings show support
for the alt-right, nazism and
fascism.
In addition to second-degree murder, his charges include one count of hit-andrun, failure to stop with injury
and three counts of malicious
wounding. He is being held
without bail.
The FBI has opened up a
civil rights investigation into
the attack.
Some on social media have

criticized the press and law
enforcement for not treating
the attack as a terrorist incident.
A Virginia State Police helicopter crashed while monitoring the demonstrations,
killing two on board, bringing the death toll related to
the demonstrations up to
three.
“It’s disturbing, it’s painful
to see how much hatred people
have,” Slack said “It just sucks
to realize that everything is
a lot more screwed up than I
used to think it was.”

RAISE Act alterations raise concerns for diversity

Photo courtesy of Xavier University

Students participate in a celebration of the Hindu festival Holi this past April. Sophomore international student
Sahil Dasawat of India expressed the importance of diversity in light of recently proposed immigration reform.

BY ELLEN BRAVERMAN
Guest Writer
President Donald Trump
revealed his plans to overhaul
the current immigration system at the beginning of this
month by expressing his support of the Reforming American Immigration for Strong
Employment (RAISE) Act,
which had been introduced to
the Senate in February. After
the act failed to go through,
Senators Tom Cotton and
David Perdue recently reintroduced the plan with new
alterations.

The policy changes, backed
by Trump, will entail a major
shift to a merit-based system. Trump stated in a press
conference on Aug. 2 that by
reducing the United States’
intake of unskilled workers,
eliminating lottery visas and
ending chain migration, he
can create “an immigration
system that puts America
first.”
The policy changes have
not gone without their opponents. Sophomore international student Sahil Dasawat,
who is from Lucknow, India,

expressed his disappointment
with the possible immigration
reform.
“America is supposed to be
a melting pot,” Dasawat said.
One complex aspect of the
RAISE Act is the decreased
number of unskilled immigrants it permits. Although
some believe the nation benefits from unskilled immigrants
and states such as California
are in need of them, Trump’s
goal is to sharpen America’s
competitive edge by bringing
in people who “add economic
growth” to the country.

According to the White
House, 50 percent of all immigrant households receive
welfare benefits, compared to
30 percent of native households. Trump’s policy changes
are aimed at preventing immigrants from collecting welfare. He plans to accomplish
this by cutting the allotment
of Green Cards for unskilled
immigrants by 50 percent
and reforming the standards
for legal immigration to revolve around education, English language ability, age and
high-paying job offers.
Trump’s goal is to “reduce
poverty, increase wages, and
save taxpayers billions and
billions of dollars” by exclusively favoring English speaking immigrants. This particular aspect of the plan has been
controversial.
History has shown that
while the English language
has become quite widespread,
America’s roots remain richly
diverse. Beginning as a resting place for many cultures,
America has never officially
chosen a national language.
Throughout the mid-twentieth century, immigration became more limited, prompting
the belief that America belongs only to English speak-

ers.
Today’s patterns indicate
that children of immigrants
become English speakers and
often lose, or never fully grasp,
their heritage language. Many
questions are being asked
about the changing role of
language and culture in America. As Trump looks to transform immigration policies,
Americans grapple with the
balance between becoming a
unified international presence
and creating a more diverse
and accepting environment.
Sahil alluded to this issue
when describing his Hindu
traditions and his excitement
at Xavier’s celebration of the
Hindu Holi festival where
powdered colors are thrown.
He recalled the joy that
came with sharing his culture
with fellow students and being
able to “throw around the colors, so that life became more
unique, more colorful, and not
just black and white.”
In sharing this experience,
Sahil spoke to what he sees as
the importance of cultural diversity and the ability to share
it within America and on
Xavier’s campus. Many questions still remain about the act
and how the country’s diversity will be affected.
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An open letter to Xavier’s class of 2021

I want to extend a warm
welcome to all incoming students setting foot on Xavier’s
campus for the first time. I
am sure that you are feeling
somewhat uncertain, hesitant
or even scared right now as

you head into a new chapter
of your lives. I remember the
feeling quite well myself.
The life of a college student
is indeed radically different
from that of a high school student. You will spend less time

Get involved.

Yes, you have come to Xavier to
study, but you will also live on campus
for at least two years. You should have
other things to do on campus besides study
and go to classes. Those can take a variety of
forms, from participating in one of Xavier’s
many student organizations to going out and
exploring Cincinnati with a group of friends.
These activities are a useful way to take
your mind off your studies for a little
while and help you enjoy yourself.

Do not be
afraid to ask for and
seek help. Tutoring services

and a writing center are available
on campus and there is no reason to
be ashamed of using them. Professors
are also far less intimidating and more
approachable if you go see them in
their offices. Other resources exist
on campus to help you succeed.
Use them.

in classes than you did in high
school, but your responsibilities and workload will increase
as you take on responsibility
for your day-to-day life. You
will be in charge of managing
yourselves to ensure that you

Do the work
for classes. There will be

times when you will be tempted
to slack off and perhaps even skip
the work or reading for classes. There is
something to be said for not being occupied
by your work all the time, and you should
know your limits, but try to resist these
temptations. You will benefit from classes
to the extent that you put effort into
them. It is best to learn in your
classes, and therefore best to
put the work in.

Eat well,
exercise regularly
and get enough sleep. The

stereotypical college student neglects all three, but they are crucial
and will help you stay healthy and
psychologically happy. That may
seem minor, but healthy students think, read, and write
better.

And I had the time of my life
This is my last year at Xavier. Seeing those words written
out causes a million different
emotions to course through
my body. A million different
memories flow through my
mind. A million different faces, each who have touched my
life in a deep, impactful way,
flash before my eyes.
Entering my fourth and
last year at Xavier, as well as
my third and last year with
this publication, I am consumed by an incredibly cliché
emotion. Everything about
this moment, about this realization, feels bittersweet.
Saturday, May 12, I will
walk across the Cintas stage
and enter a new chapter of my
life. There are 272 days from
the moment I typed this until
graduation. There are 6,532
hours for me to write the last
part of the college years of
my life. It may feel like a forever away, especially when

November rolls around and I since I sat in my first theology
have five papers, two presenta- classes prepared to hate every
tions and eight exams due the second of it, only for it become
Tuesday before Thanksgiving my favorite class.
break, but before I know it I’ll
My first three years at Xavibe sitting in Cintas next to er have honestly been the most
someone I’ve managed to nev- formative and impactful years
er meet until that morning.
of my life. Everyone says that
It’s comthe four years
pletely cli- “There are 272 days you’re in colché to say from the moment I lege will be
this, but it typed this until grad- the best four
h o n e s t l y uation. There are 6,532 years of your
feels
like hours for me to write life. PersonI stepped
ally, I think
onto
this the last part of the col- that’s wrong,
campus for lege years of my life.”
and I prepare
the
first
to make howtime only a few months ago. ever many years I have left the
That only a few months ago I best years of my life, but these
was able to pack up 18 years years are incredibly impactful.
of my life in enough boxes to
The relationships I have
fill the bed of a pick-up truck formed, the professional conand the backseat of my late, nections I have made and the
great ’99 Corolla. But it’s been strength I have gained withthree years. Three years since in myself from the past three
I walked into Kuhlman Hall years culminate together and
for the first time. Three years make me the person I am in
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meet your responsibilities.
In other words, you have to
start “adulting” now.
That can be an intimidating
prospect, but you should not
be afraid. You will learn and
adapt quickly to your new cir-

Adviser
John Stowell

cumstances, and I suspect that
college will become one of the
best times of your lives.
To help you adapt and succeed, I would like to offer five
pieces of advice that will help
you at Xavier.
Benjamin Giles is a senior Philosophy, Politics
and the Public and Philosophy double major. He
is a guest writer for the
Newswire from Denver,
Colorado.

Participate in class
and make your voice heard. There is
a great deal of talk these days about intellectual
diversity on college campuses. It is true that universities
have become increasingly liberal institutions, and Xavier is
not immune to such tendencies. Nonetheless, there are plenty
of conservatives here, and there remains lots of room for healthy
debate and discourse. Regardless of where your political or intellectual allegiances lie, remain engaged in class. Speak up and challenge
others, even the professor. Expose yourselves to ideas that you
disagree with or find unfamiliar, and take them seriously. Further,
always treat your classmates and their ideas (even if you do
not share them) with respect. An environment of respectful debate greatly increases the effectiveness of the
classroom.

this moment. Looking back, I
think of the different choices I
have made and wonder how life
would be if I chose differently.
But as I sit in my bed at 5:30
a.m. staring down a 16-hour
work day, I wouldn’t change a
single thing that has led me to
this moment.
Basically, all I’m trying to
say is, as you enter your first
year, do not hesitate to be
yourself. Do not transform,
bend or mold into a person
you think you need to be in
order to find your place. Pursue your passions. Take a risk.
Sign up for that class that has
nothing to do with your major but interests you. Take the
same class three semesters
in a row simply because sitting in a music studio once a
week stretching on a yoga mat
makes all of your problems
disappear. I am, right now,
writing this article to give you
the cliché advice you’ve heard
the past three months.
It’s true, college is where
you meet your best friends. It’s

the time in your life you exist
in a community surrounded
by like-minded, close-in-age
and ambitious individuals. I
challenge you as you enter
your first year at Xavier to
make decisions that will leave
you sitting up at 5:30 a.m. on a
Sunday, eight days away from
your last first day of undergrad, with a stupid smile on
your face and happy tears in
your eyes as you come to the
sobering realization that this
is it. If you can’t do that, I
promise you now you did not
experience Xavier right.

Mission Statement
The Xavier Newswire is
committed to reporting the
news as well as explain
LWV VLJQLÀFDQFH WR UHDGers. In addition, through
publishing opposing viewpoints and opinions, the
Newswire hopes to foster
a dialogue on campus,
among students, faculty
and staff.

For Your Information
The Xavier Newswire is
published weekly throughout the school year, except during vacations and
ÀQDO H[DPV E\ WKH VWXdents of Xavier University,
3800 Victory Parkway,
Cincinnati, OH 45207. One
copy is free per person per
week.

Advertising
Advertising inquiries can be
sent to the business and
advertising manager, Kate
Sanders, at newswire-advertising@xavier.edu.

Abrena Rowe is a senior psychology major and
Opinions and Editorials
editor for the Newswire
from Cincinnati.

*The Newswire has made
the decision to stray from
the AP Style Guide when
printing the words White
and Black in reference to
groups of people. We have
decided to capitalize both.
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Don’t silence conservative students
If you read this publication on a regular basis, it may
be easy to assume that every
student here at Xavier is liberal. From the point of view
of someone on the outside,
they see the liberal protests
that have happened across
campus, the letter written by
Father Graham after President Trump’s travel ban and
the brand new gender neutral bathrooms that have been
placed in Gallagher.
One may also look at the
faculty and think the same.
Across the country, liberal
professors outnumber conservative professors 12:1. This is
problematic on a number of
different fronts, and I say this
as an admittedly left-leaning
student. The first problem is
that in a place where diversity
of thought is honored, there
is a blatant lack of that on the
faculty side.
However, the worse problem that comes off of this is
the effect these professors have
on their students. A minority
of these liberal-minded professors are so adamant about
their beliefs that if a conservative student writes them a paper aligned with their own apposing beliefs, backed up with
facts, the professor may give
them a lower grade because

Photo courtesy of College Republicans’ Twitter

Xavier is home to both a College Republicans and College Democrats organizations for students on campus.

they consider that particular
opinion unacceptable.
There are also some classes
that by nature of their existence presume a certain world
view and work from there instead of starting off by questioning whether or not the
purpose of the course was
needed. For example, there was
a class offered about women in
a particular field of study and
the thesis of the class was that
the public is unaware of the
works of women in said field.
However, after a short examination, the class showed that
they were unaware not just of
women’s contributions to said
field but men’s contribution as
well. The professor assumed

systemic sexism when that
may not have been the case.
This doesn’t mean that there
isn’t sexism in this field, but
this may be considered as a
‘leading question’ of sorts.
There are plenty of courses
that may have a bias like that
just mentioned. Yet, a student
would be hard pressed to find
anything with a conservative
thought line outside of the
business school. This is a huge
problem because there are
plenty of conservatives here
at Xavier. Many simply do not
take notice of them or can’t
find them out in the open.
The reason for this is they
stay purposefully silent out of
the worry of starting a debate

with a professor and earning a
lower grade, or of being socially outcast by their peers. There
are many students who I have
had conversations with that get
really upset because they think
if they show even the slightest
bit of their perspective, they
may get called racist, sexist or
homophobic. Yet, if these students came out and said they
were against gay marriage,
many would waste no time in
calling them homophobic.
By calling things like this
out, we lose dialogue immediately. These things further
contribute to a lack of dialogue on campus and from
there, further polarization
and lack of understanding. If

we want to get anywhere in
academia then we must have
these tough conversations and
put our emotions aside.
Personally, I would love to
hear the perspective of more
Democrats and Republicans.
This is hard work. It means
often being upset because
people are not going to always
agree with you. This means
that if you have a disagreement, sit down and handle it
in a mature way. Don’t scream
and shout and refuse to try to
meet someone. Other perspectives may open up your mind
to other things. As a further
step, I would encourage our
conservative brothers and
sisters to write for this publication and spread your ideas.
This is how we are going to
make the world a better place.

Alex Hale is a senior
Philosophy, Politics and
the Public major and staff
writer for the Newswire
from Detroit, Michigan.

Let this be the year to build campus community
I had a fun summer. I spent
two months working with
Peaslee Neighborhood Center
in Over-the-Rhine as a part of
the Center for Faith and Justice’s Summer Service Internship program, and oh man,
did I learn quite a bit.
I’m going to share a little
bit of what I learned, mainly
focusing on the one thing that
has been a constant theme in
my life: community.
So, communities are freaking incredible.
The Summer Service Internship (SSI, for short) was
a cohort of 20 that all lived
together in Brockman Hall
and worked at 20 different
non-profits in the Greater
Cincinnati area, and it was an
intentional community. An intentional community is when a
group of people get together

and say, “Hey, let’s live in community, so let’s set these rules
and follow them.” It’s having
weekly dinners, where one
group cooks, one sets up the
area and one group cleans. It’s
always being there for others
and listening to how their day
went when you know yours
was just as long. It’s having
one-on-ones and learning
about the people beside you in
a deep, intentional manner.
Outside of the actual living
situations, I found some pretty great communities within the city of Cincinnati. I
found a community of people
through my work at Peaslee.
I became involved with Black
Lives Matter Cincinnati, and I
wound up marching through
the streets with dozens of
like-minded people, all standing together for something we

“Community is the
only way that we
can all overcome
the oppressive systems that are present in this world.”
all believed in.
I also did my best to build
community everywhere that
I went. I spoke to everyone
that I could. I learned people’s names, where they were
from, what they loved, what
gave them passion and how
they thought. With the kids
I was working with, I learned
what Roblox is — although,
only kind of. It’s apparently
the new version of Minecraft
for kids. I also learned which
kids were afraid of spiders.
I learned which kids loved
reading, and I learned which

kids thought everyone viewed
them as stupid. I learned
which kids didn’t think they
had a voice.
I tried my best to help them
realize the power that they all
have. I tried to tell them that
power is only their awareness
of their intrinsic ability to
enact change. I can only hope
that a few of them believed
me and now are able to recognize the power that they have.
Building community is
something that I love. It’s the
most crucial thing there is.
Community is the only way
that we can all overcome the
oppressive systems that are
present in this world. Building community is one thing
that anyone can do to make
change. You don’t have to be
an insanely friendly person
that knows everyone to build

community. You don’t have to
have dozens of talents. You
don’t even have to be that
good at talking to different
people. All you need to build
community is to be yourself
and to be open to the ideas and
thoughts of everyone around
you.

Kevin Thomas is a
sophomore English and
philosophy double major
and a Campus News editor for the Newswire
from St. Louis.
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FCC coach sets sights on big leagues
Alan Koch has high expectations for the club on and off the pitch in the coming years

Photo courtesy of The Business Journals

FC Cincinnati currently plays its home games at Nippert Stadium, home of the Bearcats’ football team. This location could be a deciding factor
in determining whether or not the soccer club will be chosen to join the United States’ premier soccer league, the MLS, in the next few years.

BY LUKE FELICIANO
Sports Editor
FC Cincinnati is nearing
the final two months of regular season play in the United Soccer League (USL), and
head coach Alan Koch has
high hopes for his squad moving forward down the stretch.
Koch has lofty expectations chasing after not only
one, but two championships
this year and “wants to go as
far as (FC Cincinnati) can in
the U.S. Open Cup and the
USL playoffs.” FC Cincinnati
is simultaneously competing
in the U.S. Open Cup amidst
the USL regular season, and
the club has certainly made
great strides to accomplishing both goals.
The team has already
stunned the field by knocking off regional rival the Columbus Crew of the MLS 1-0
in a match decided on June
14 in the U.S. Cup. This was
after the team had already
notched a victory in a close
contest against the MLS’s

Chicago Fire, advancing on
PKs. Koch and his team then
secured a spot in the semifinal by defeating Miami FC
of the North American Soccer League (NASL) one-nil.
FC Cincinnati will be put to
the test once again when it
squares off against another formidable opponent, the
MLS’s New York Red Bulls,
at Nippert Stadium in Cincinnati.
The highly anticipated
matchup is slated for August
15 with an 8 p.m. kickoff
time. The club has recently
announced that this game will
feature a sellout crowd, with
more than 16,000 tickets being sold on just the first day
of availability.
In USL league play, FC
Cincinnati currently sits in
playoff position, being situated sixth in a tight contest for
the Eastern Conference.
“All games are equally important, but the derbies (rivalry games) are a bit extra special,” Koch told the Newswire.

Despite being in sixth
place of the Eastern Conference standings, FC Cincinnati is still very much in prime
position for contention in the
playoffs. Each game is worth
three points, and the top eight
teams in the conference qualify for the playoffs. To paint a
better picture, the club is just
a few games back from the
conference leader, the Charlotte Independence.
What are the keys to FC
Cincinnati’s success? For
Koch, there really is no special
formula. In fact, his strategy
remains fairly straightforward, hard-nosed and focused
on the task ahead.
“Squeezing everything you
can out of every player and
being better prepared for a
match than your opposition”
are ultimately the two strategies that have translated to
success, Koch said.
Koch doesn’t depend heavily on one particular player or
another. Instead, he utilizes
the entire team as a whole to

come away with victories.
“I don’t rely on only a
few players. We have a good
squad, and different players
fulfill different roles,” he said.
One player, however, who
has performed exceptionally
well this season is forward
Djiby Fall, who so far has
produced 11 goals, making
him one of the conference’s
leading scorers.
FC Cincinnati is locked in
on this season, but that’s not
to say it is looking to the future with blinders. FC Cincinnati has its mind set on
something much larger, magnanimous even, a potential
spot to being absorbed by the
United States’ premier soccer
league, the MLS. The league
has announced that it is preparing to expand the league
and so is looking to add two
more teams that will be admitted into the league to begin play in 2020.
The one outlying impediment for FC Cincinnati seems
to be the stadium in which the

team plays its home games.
One stipulation that the
MLS has issued out to squads
vying for MLS approval is
that it wants expansion teams
to have soccer-specific stadiums. Currently, FC Cincinnati plays its home games at
Nippert Stadium, otherwise
known as the football stadium
for the University of Cincinnati.
The team has already made
preparations to submit their
final proposal to the MLS
having two, possibly even
three new stadium locations.
The first two are in the city
itself, with locations in mind
for potential sites in the West
End and Over-the-Rhine.
The more likely scenario is
the proposed location across
the river in Newport, Ky.,
with a stadium budgeted at a
$200 million value. Nonetheless, the club has awed fans
and league officials alike, so
success both on and off the
pitch could be within reach.
While Koch is determined
to lead his team to success on
the field this season, he also
has aspirations for his team to
eventually one day be a part
of the MLS.
“I just recently signed a
contract extension and am
committed to this club and
the city,” Koch said. “We all
are working hard every day
to hopefully take this club
into the MLS.”
For the time being, though,
the club only has a few games
left in the regular season to
achieve a higher playoff position. Without a doubt, the
best way for FC Cincinnati
to prove to the MLS that it is
worthy of the expansion slot
quite literally comes down to
one goal: to win.

Men’s basketball team breaks out bats for charity

A Macura/Kanter-led team beat a team helmed by Bluiett and O’Mara 11-6
BY LUKE FELICIANO
Sports Editor
Each year, the Xavier
men’s basketball team and
its staff play in the Softball World Series, hosted at
Xavier’s own Hayden Field.
This year marked the fourth
installment of the annual
game.
The softball game, which
takes place each summer,
is normally only played for
bragging rights, but for the
second year in a row, the
game meant something much
greater than just basketball,
or softball, for that matter.
It was played out of kindness, compassion and goodness for the community. The
game was played as a fundraising event with all donations going toward the Mack
Family Foundation, a charity

organization set up by Chris
Mack, the Xavier men’s basketball head coach, and his
wife to benefit underprivileged children in the Cincinnati area.
The game featured senior
J.P. Macura and grad-transfer Kerem Kanter as captains
on one team against another
team captained by seniors
Trevon Bluiett and Sean
O’Mara.
The
Macura/Kanter
team edged out the Bluiett/O’Mara team 11-6. Sophomore Quentin Goodin, who
was named the game MVP,
was treated to a J.P. Macura
Gatorade shower during the
post-game interview.
“This allows (the basketball team) to have a relationship outside of basketball,
allows us to get to know each

other a little better,” Goodin
said after the game.
He also explained that the
event functions as an enjoyable activity with his teammates.
“I really like this because
it’s not basketball 24/7. You
get to have a little bit of fun,”
Goodin said.
As for the upcoming season, Xavier will look to continue its success from a year
ago after making an impressive and improbable run all
the way to the Elite 8.
It will have many key pieces both veteran and young
while only losing one starter,
Malcolm Bernard, to graduation.
The sky is the limit for this
team, and this softball game
might just be the start of a
great season on the horizon.

Photo courtesy of USA Today

Sophomore guard Quentin Goodin was named MVP of the charity
softball game that the basketball team played earlier this summer.
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Songs of Summer
Not ready for the summer
vibes to be over? Add these
songs to your playlist to keep
the good times rolling.
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Get to Know Your
Queen (City)

7

Take a walking tour around
Cincinnati’s Over-the-Rhine district to view some of the city’s
many public murals.

BY RILEY HEAD
A&E Editor

1. 8teen
Khalid

2.Friends

Justin Bieber

3. Perfect Places
Lorde

4. Despacito

Luis Fonsi (feat. Justin B.)

5. Unforgettable

Photos courtesy of Art Works Cincinnati

French
Montana

6.‘89

Dasiaa

7. Routine

Jack Harlow

8. Diddy Bop
Noname

1. Cincinnati
2. Energy
Strong Man:
and Grace
Henry Holtgrewe Kim Krause,

Jason Snell, 2014

2013

3.Ice Cream
Daydream

Amanda Checco,
2010

9. Love Galore
SZA

10.Strip

Liam Payne

4. No Place Like 5. What’s Happening
Downtown
Home
Kenton Brett, 2013 Ted Hendricks, 2008
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BY TORI WOODRUFF
Guest Writer
There is something interesting in the acknowledgement that we, as students,
undergo similar feelings to
one another when approaching the new school year.
How will this year be different?
What will my classes be
like?
Oh, I’ve heard about that
class, is it difficult?
In high school, I never
dreamed of being excited at
the idea of starting school
at the end of an eventful summer. As a junior at
Xavier, however, I am purely overjoyed at the thought
of wonderful new beginnings, the laughs that will
be shared,and the arduous,
yet rewarding, work that
we shall all endeavor in. No
matter your major or year,
these new beginnings often
feel nervewracking and overwhelming as well.
But truly? Once the
school year begins, the motion will be set for the rest of
the semester. Xavier begins
opening its arms to its students, and a feeling of exhil-

BY LEAH HIMES
Guest Writer

H

e
oroscop
for back to school

S

I am looking forward to going back to school, hanging
with friends and finally feeling
busy again. I’m excited to be
living with two friends of mine
this year; I met them spring semester my freshman year. While
last year we lived together in an
eight-person room in Fenwick,
this year it’ll be better because
it’ll just be the three of us.
I am majoring in English
with a minor in writing and
I am looking forward to the

xaviernewswire.com

aration sweeps the students
into the new year.
In preparing for the school
year, I am excited to learn
more about subjects that I
never previously intended to.
My concentration this year
will be toward my drawing course — which focuses
around anatomy and the intricacies of the human body
as I want to be a portrait
artist. Having never directly
understood the anatomical
issues my drawings faced, I
find solace in knowing that
next year, I will look back
and see my improvements.
On the other hand, I did
not realize going into college
that painting would become
my largest passion in life.
The incredible art department at Xavier has allowed
me to flourish in the fruits of
my labor but also challenges
me to improve no matter the
cost.
In any subject one pursues, the same mindset is
applicable — finding your
passion, what inspires you to
get up and strive at life each
day, makes the momentary
anxieties at the beginning of
the school year diminish instantly.

Of course, despite my passion and excitement toward
my major-based classes, I
am also looking forward to
the rush of students returning to work, the opening of
the Caf, meeting new roommates and seeing familiar
faces on campus and asking,
“Hey, how was your summer?” There is something so
special in being able to say
“hello” to familiar faces and
also in warmly introducing
yourself to the new incoming freshman and assisting
them in finding where their
class is located.
Although
the
insurmountable number of books
we must buy for our classes,
finding building locations
and seeing many faces at
once may feel overwhelming in the beginning, there is
something refreshing about
the start of the new school
year — a breath of fresh air,
and acceptance of moving
forward in with our busy
lives.
I hope everyone had a
happy summer. Let’s put our
best foot forward in the beginning of our new school
year.

many English/writing classes
I am taking this fall semester.
One of the classes I’m taking
is called Composition Tutoring.
This class is supposed to help
train students in the theory and
practice of composition tutoring. I’m also taking a Creative
Nonfiction writing class; I’ll be
practicing writing essays, articles and other nonfiction genres.
Overall, I’m just excited to be
starting my junior year of college because it reminds me that
I only have one more year to go
before I graduate and am off in

Aries: Listen to the people

Leo: A financial opportunity is on its way. Invest,
invest, invest.

Sagittarius: Don’t spoil
the book you’re reading by
looking at how it ends.

Taurus: The “treat your.
self ” lifestyle has gotten out
of hand. Cut back a bit.

Virgo: Risks aren’t a bad

Capricorn: Now is not the

giving you advice. They’re
rarely wrong.

Gemini: Double-checking

thing if they’re calculated.

time to cut corners. You have
to give 110%.

never hurt anyone.

Libra: Like, chill.

Aquarius: Don’t forget to

Cancer: Try something

Scorpio: Add some color.

Pisces: It’s tough out here.

else. It’s not working out
right now.

Orange is very in-season.

make time to eat.

Pack something for you.

